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OUR OUR 
TEAM



LOUISIANA’S 
PROPOSED

MID-BRETON
LARGE-SCALELARGE-SCALE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
DIVERSION PROJECT 
AND WHAT IT MEANS 

TO MISSISSIPPI



• BONNET CARRE’ SPILLWAY 
OPENED FOR 123 DAYS

• TOTALLY FRESHENED THE 
MISSISSIPPI SOUND

• EXTREME HARM TO 
MISSISSIPPI FISHERIES, 

2019 BONNET CARRE’ SPILLWAY OPENING

MISSISSIPPI FISHERIES, 
INCLUDING TOTAL 
MORTALITY IN OYSTER 
CROPS

• EXTREME NEGATIVE 
ECONOMIC IMPACT TO MS 
COASTAL COMMUNITIES

• HUNDREDS OF MARINE 
MAMMAL DEATHS



BONNET CARRE’ 
SPILLWAY
65 MILES

BAY ST. LOUIS

LOUISIANA’S PROPOSED LARGE-SCALE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER DIVERSION, WILLS POINT, 

PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LA

65 MILES

WILLS POINT 
25 MILES



• PERMIT HAS BEEN 
FILED WITH THE

US ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

AND IS IN PROCESS

• 75,000 CUBIC FEET/SEC 
CAPACITY TO RELEASE 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
WATER 



MID-BRETON 
PROJECT DESIGN 

CAPACITY OF 
75,000cfs75,000cfs

=
33,000,000 GALLONS 

OF MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER WATER 

RELEASED/MINUTE



OPERATE AT A MINIMUM BASE FLOW OF 5,000 CFS NON-STOP; 
VARYING LEVELS OF OPERATION WHEN THE MS RIVER GAGE 
AT BELLE CHASSE REACHES 450,000 CFS [AVERAGING 30,000 AT BELLE CHASSE REACHES 450,000 CFS [AVERAGING 30,000 

– 50,000 CFS PER CPRA PUBLIC STATEMENTS]; MAXIMUM 
DISCHARGE WOULD BE 75,000 CFS WHEN THE BELLE CHASSE 

GAGE IS AT 1,000,000 CFS 



BREAKING DOWN THE DIVERSION’S OPERATION STATEMENT

MINIMUM 5,000 CFS ALL YEAR LONG

EXISTING DIVERSIONS
(MAN-MADE AND NATURAL CREVASSES) 
ALREADY GIVE US A SOLID EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT THE 5,000 – 10,000 CFS RANGE IS 

CAPABLE OF



EXISTING CAERNARVON 
DIVERSION OUTFALL AREA -

BRETON BASIN

PRE-KATRINA POST-KATRINA



CAERNARVON 
DIVERSION AT

8,000 CFS

SALINITY TO 0 AT
CROOKED BAYOU 

16 MILES AWAY



CAERNARVON 
DIVERSION



DAVIS POND 
DIVERSION 
AT 10,000 

CFS
SALINITY TO 0SALINITY TO 0

AT LITTLE 
LAKE NEAR 

BAY DOS GRIS 
35 MILES AWAY



BREAKING DOWN THE DIVERSION’S OPERATION STATEMENT

AVERAGING 30,000 – 50,000 cfs IF 
450,000 CFS RIVER FLOW450,000 CFS RIVER FLOW

USGS 10 YEAR MONTHLY AVERAGE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
DISCHARGE AT BELLE CHASSE 2008 -2018



MID-BRETON 
DIVERSION -

PROJECT 
FACTSHEET 

modeled at 35,000 cfs

FACTSHEET 
FROM THE

2017 
LOUISIANA
COASTAL 

MASTER PLAN



SIMPLE CALCULATIONS AT CPRA’S
LOWEST AVERAGE OF DIVERSION OPERATION

COMPARED TO SPILLWAY’S RECENT
10 TRILLION GALLONS 

*BASED ON USGS 10 YR RIVER FLOW AVERAGES OVER 450,000 CFS AT *BASED ON USGS 10 YR RIVER FLOW AVERAGES OVER 450,000 CFS AT 
BELLE CHASSE GAGE
(8 MONTHS PER YEAR)

30,000 CFS = 19.4 BILLION GALLONS PER DAY X 8 MONTHS = 

4.7 TRILLION GALLONS/YEAR



BREAKING DOWN THE DIVERSION’S OPERATION STATEMENT

FULL CAPACITY OF 75,000 cfs IF 
1,000,000 CFS RIVER FLOW



2019



TOTAL SPILLWAY VOLUME = 
10.07 TRILLION GALLONS
TOTAL SPILLWAY VOLUME = 
10.07 TRILLION GALLONS

TOTAL MID- BRETON VOLUME 
201 DAYS = 
9.74 TRILLION GALLONS



2018
APPROX. 3 TRILLION GALLONS



HYPOXIA AND STRATIFICATION

MARDI GRAS 
PASS 

BREACHED 
LEVEE IN 2012 LEVEE IN 2012 

AND BEGAN 
FLOWING 

RIVER WATER 
AT 5,000 – 6000 

CFS



MARDI GRAS PASS

MID-BRETON SITE



PERMITTING PROCESS 
TIMELINE HAS BEEN

FAST-TRACKED

EARLY LAST YEAR, UNDER 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS, THE 

LOUISIANA CPRA ENTERED INTO 
A $1.1 MILLION DOLLAR 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CORPS 
OF ENGINEERS TO EXPEDITE 
THE PERMITTING PROCESS



THE LA CPRA AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS THAT 
SUPPORT THE DIVERSION PROJECTS VERY PUBLICLY 
SUPPORT THE IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

PROCESS DURING THE PERMITTING PROCESS

The Center Square|March 20, 2019|On time length of the Environmental Impact Statement:

“Having a sense of urgency is important 
here, getting it right is more important.”

Chip Kline, Chairman, LA CPRA

PROCESS DURING THE PERMITTING PROCESS

MEANWHILE IN CONGRESS…



MARINE MAMMAL 
PROTECTION ACT WAIVER

(PUBLIC LAW 115-123)
BIPARTISAN BUDGET ACT OF 2018

-- A SINGLE PARAGRAPH WAS SLIPPED INTO THE MIDDLE 
OF A LARGE BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THIS BILL AT THE 

LAST MOMENT BEFORE PASSAGE

--PARAGRAPH FORCED THE ISSUANCE OF A WAIVER 
FOR THE PROJECT TO THE MARINE MAMMAL 

PROTECTION ACT REVIEW REQUIRED DURING THE 
PERMITTING PROCESS WITH “NO RULEMAKING, PERMIT, 
DETERMINATION, OR OTHER CONDITION OR LIMITATION”



CHANGE IN DEFINITION OF 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT

(HR 3697, SECTION 409)

-- A SMALL AMENDMENT ADDING SECTION 409 TO 
ANOTHER BILL (HR 200/115TH CONGRESS) BY

LOUISIANA CONGRESSMAN GARRET GRAVES HAS 
CARRIED OVER TO THIS NEW CURRENT BILL

--SECTION 409, IF PASSED, REMOVES THE 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

FOR THE PROJECT DURING THE PERMITTING PROCESS
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